
NORWOOD PLANNING BOARD 

566 WASHINGTON STREET 

NORWOOD, MA   02062 

 

 

PLANNING BOARD MINUTES, MARCH 26, 2012 

 

 

Present:   Thomas J. Wynne, Chairman 

    Ernie Paciorkowski, Vice-Chairman 

    Paul J. Donohue 

    Joseph F. Sheehan 

    Stephen M. Costello, Town Planner 

    Claire Murphy, Admin. Asst. 

    Debbie Holmwood 

    Al Porro 

       Paul Bishop, Selectmen 

 

7:00 P.M.  The Norwood Planning Board meeting was called to order by Mr. Wynne, 

Chairman, in Room 11, Norwood Town Hall. 

 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

MOTION made by Mr. Paciorkowski to approve the minutes of March 12, 2012, as 

amended, seconded by Mr. Donohue 

VOTE   4-0  motion passed 

 

 

PRESENTATION  TO OUTGOING CHAIRMAN, TOM WYNNE 

 

Mr. Bishop, Selectmen, presented Mr. Wynne with a plaque from the Town of Norwood 

for his 15 years of service to the Town. Mr. Bishop noted that not only has he been a 

member of the Planning Board for 15 years, Mr. Wynne has also been on other 

committees such as the Economic Development Committee, Downtown Steering 

Committee, Housing Committee and Airport Commission. Mr. Bishop commended Mr. 

Wynne for his service, not only to the Town, but to the citizens of the Town. 

  

MINOR SITE PLAN REVIEW – Central Business District Sign – Ariana’s 

Restaurant, 89B Central Street 

 

Mr. Costello stated that this was a site plan approval process for downtown signs. A 

picture of the sign was presented, its 30 s.f. and positioned directly over the door. Mr. 

Costello recommended the Board sign and approve the new sign so they can file for a 

building permit.  



Mr. Paciorkowski wanted to know if Ariana’s wanted a sign on the side of the building, 

would she be allowed.  Mr. Costello said that she has to return to the Board and it would 

be at the discretion of the Board. 

 

MOTION made by Mr. Donohue to approve the new façade sign for Ariana’s 

Restaurant, seconded by Mr. Paciorkowski 

VOTE  4-0  motion passed 

 

 

 

 

OTHER BUSINESS 

 

 

Upcoming Street Acceptances for the Annual Town Meeting 

 

Mr. Costello explained that the Selectmen intend to prepare layouts for proposed 

acceptance of Bornwood Drive, Fortune Drive, Meadow Street and Hazelwood Drive. 

Mr. Costello prepared a status report of all the Planning Board Approved Residential 

Streets. Mr. Costello wanted to show the Board the progress that has made in getting 

these streets accepted. Mr. Costello said that by getting these streets accepted, the Town 

will receive more Chapter 90 funding.  

 

 

Upcoming Meeting with the Selectmen re:  Bill Bambers’ Seat 

 

Mr. Costello updated the Board on the upcoming meeting with the Board of Selectmen 

on April 3rd to discuss the replacement of Mr. Bamber.  

 

 

Vanderbilt Strategic Plan – next steps 

 

Mr. Costello told the Planning Board that he has received five responses for the planning 

study project and the Board will have to set up times to interview the applicants. Mr. 

Costello said that all five of the consultants are top shelf and the Town will get a real 

good study to figure out where we should be going with Vanderbilt Ave. to make it a 

stronger economic development center for the Town. 

 

Mr. Costello said that this would be a good opportunity for the new members to see 

another side of the Planning Board which is planning.  A lot of the Board’s work has 

been with subdivisions and special permits.  Mr. Costello explained that money was 

received from Town Meeting, property owners and the economic development fund for 

this $35,000 study to come up with ways to infuse more growth into the Vanderbilt area.   

 

 

 



Maxwell Ave. Subdivision – May 7th Public Hearing 

 

Mr. Costello began the discussion on the Maxwell Ave Subdivision. Mr. Costello noted 

that this would be the second subdivision where the Board has required underground 

wiring and LED lights. Mr. Costello will notify the light department about the Board’s 

approval of the LED installation.  

 

The Board discussed extending the roadway and sidewalk to the end of Maxwell Avenue. 

The Board also talked about having a 22’ paved roadway width and 3 ½’ grass strip.  

Mr. Costello will talk to the engineer on the project. 

 

 

Associate Member to the Zoning Board of Appeals 

 

Mr. Donohue discussed a letter from Town Counsel regarding a member of the Planning 

Board also being an Associate Member of the Zoning Board of Appeals.  

 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

MOTION made by Mr. Paciorkowski to adjourn, seconded by Mr. Donohue 

VOTE  4-0  motion passed 

 

 

 

 

  


